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Pharmacognosy is derived from two Greek word 
Pharmakon & Gnosis 
 Pharmakon – means  ‘Drug’ 
 Gnosis         - means  ‘Knowledge’ 
     In brief Pharmacognosy means  ‘Knowledge of drugs’. 
Study of drugs that originate in the plant & animal kingdoms. 
      
 
 



Define pharmacognosy 
  Pharmacognosy defined as a branch of bioscience 

which treats in detail medicinal & related products of 

crude or primary types obtained from plant, animal & 

mineral origin 

 Pharmacognosy is study of physical, chemical, 

biochemical and biological properties of drugs, drug 

substance or potential drug or drug substance of 

natural origin. 



 Pharmacognosy is bridge between pharmacology & 
medicinal chemistry. 

 Pharmacognosy is bridge between Ayurvedic & 
Allopathic system of medicine. 

 Study of drugs from plant include the subject of botany, 
chemistry and pharmacology. 












